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Second Sunday of Advent Year A. 4th November 2022. Prepare the Way for the Lord  

Today we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent, the readings draw our attention to the fact that 

God is still in charge of his people. At a point in time, the people of Israel lost hope of their faith 

because of the unbearable treatment from their leaders who made unjust Laws and oppressed the 

poor; the widows and the orphans were crying, and what belonged to them was confiscated by 

those who were leaders. His silence does not mean he cannot see or hears the cries of his people. 

When God is silence, he is about to do something, great in our life.  

Today in our first reading, he brought the good news through Isaiah a prophet of hope, to declare 

to his people that the stump of Jesse is not death, God will activate it for their use, the shoot shall 

not only sprout but shall blossom. In it, the spirit of the Lord shall rest, he will be full of wisdom 

and understanding, he shall give justice for the poor and will make sure things are done rightly. 

This prophecy will be fulfilled in the person of Messiah, who will conquer evil with good and love. 

The Psalmist said of him, 'Justice shall flourish in his time and fullness of peace forever.’ Saint 

Paul encourages us to be hopeful in what the scriptures say.  

As we await his coming, let us hear from another prophet who came to prepare a way for Jesus; 

that person was John the Baptist whom prophet Isaiah spoke about:  A voice of one crying out in 

the desert, prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  

The message of John focuses on repentance and the Kingdom of God. The word Repent means to 

change one's mind and act on that change, that's to say, its’ not all about being remorseful but that 

our repentance should be fruitful. If we change in minds, let there be changes in our characters and 

life as well. While he was preaching many tax collectors and sinners acknowledged their sins, 

repented and were baptized by John. However, the religious leaders, the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees claim be to have been repented, they don't need to be baptized; thought they have self-

acclaimed righteous but there was no good works in their attitudes. That was why John was not 

satisfied with this kind of repentance. He addresses them as a brood or generation of vipers. The 

Pharisees were the traditionalist of their time while Sadducees, were the liberal, who take 

controlled of the temple business which Jesus cleansed. Though these group usually fought each 

other but when it comes to attacking Jesus, they always joined forces against Him. Today we have 

the same groups operating in our world claiming self-righteousness, they don't need Christ/ God 

to succeed in theirs endeavors. In their self-acclaimed righteous they kill, destroy life and property; 

they neither do nor allow others to exercise their fundamental rights. Some of which are very close 

to us, in the government, in our families and some are our business, partners.  

Like John the baptism, we too are called to preach the gospel of repentance and the kingdom of 

heaven to all we encounter, preaching only by words does not qualify us to be seen as repentance, 

we are to preach also by our good deeds. We are the John the Baptist of our time. Therefore, the 

message of repentance should be preached as we await the coming Messiah at Christmas. 

Remember, every tree that doesn't bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. There 

is a punishment awaiting those perpetrating all sort of evil and refuse to repent of their sins.  

Oh, that today you will listen his voice hardens not your heart.  

Piece,  

Fr. Jingbe 


